
NWF Community Wildlife Habitat 
Education and Awareness Project Requirements

Projects Types to be completed 
Number of points award per 
project

EDUCATION and OUTREACH PROJECTS

Create an information kiosk, resource library or bibliography (may be online) where 
community members can get information on your project and resources to create 
habitat 5

Create a CWH project brochure/flyer specific to your community 5
Create a website, facebook page or blog site where community members can learn 
about your project and share progress and events 5
Create & distribute a native plant list for your community 5
Create a list of experts that can be resources with habitat questions and needs 
including soil, native plant, wildlife and other topics 5

Create a list of local nursery or plant vendors in the local or surrounding community 5
Create a list of landscaping professionals who can assist members of your 
community with creating habitat (provide list to NWF to have landscaping 
professionals become certified wildlife landscaping professionals) 3
Write a blog or column in your community newspaper about habitat, wildlife or your 
project (3 points for each time up to 5 times) 3
Write a regular column, blog or contribute to a newsletter about habitat, wildlife or 
your project (at least quaterly) 5
Secure a feature article in the local media about your project, wildlife or habitat (up 
to 6 articles) 10
Secure a radio or TV interview or PSA on your project 10

Make a presentation or  give a workshop for governmental personnel or agencies 
such as city council, mayor, county commissioner, chamber of commerce to build 
awareness and engage in project (5 point for each one annually) 5

Hold a series of at least 3 workshops to educate community members about 
wildlife gardening (10 points for each series; up to 5 series of presentations) 10
Make a presentation or give a workshop for local school teachers, school board, 
administrators on creating and using an outdoor classroom (5 points for each 
presentation; up to 5 presentations) 5
Make a presentation or give a workshop for business owners within community to 
engage them in creating greener landscaping/greener businesses (5 points for 
each presetnation; up to 5 presentations) 5
Networking with service organizations, civic associations, places of worship or 
other associations/groups in your community to engage in projects and spreading 
the word 5
Host a fundraiser or awareness event (like a Friend-raiser) for your project (10 
points for each annually event) 10

To achieve certification,  communities must complete the minimum required 
number of points in each of the four  required category of project types. 
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Organize and host  a garden tour  for community which  features certified habitats 
(10 points for each annually event) 10
Other Education Project (please discuss with NWF staff) TBD

Minimum number of Education/Outreach points required 40

COMMUNITY CONSERVATION PROJECTS
Examine your community's weed ordinances or other public policies and provide 
input to make them more native plant and wildlife-friendly 5
Pass or Adopt new weed ordinances for neighborhood or community 10
Host or assist with a planting day at a local school with students (5 points for each 
event) 5
Work with local government (including parks and recreation, department of natural 
resources or others) to create wildlife friendly landscapes and practices (5 points 
for each site, up to 4 sites) 5
Staff an information booth at at least one community event (5 points for each event 
up to 3 events) 5
Create a demonstration garden at a public site, with educational signs (10 points 
for each garden) 10
Coordinate a stream or trail clean-up (5 points for each event up to 6 events) 5

Organize and host a native plant rescue  (5 points for each event up to 6 events) 5

Organize and promote a native plant sale (10 points for each sale; up to 4 events) 10
Organize an invasive plant removal at a public site (5 points for each event; up to 6 
events) 5
Organize restoration project in your community (10 points for each event; up to 8 
events) 10
Work with local nurseries to create displays of and label native plants within their 
nursery (5 points for each nursery) 5
Work with local nursery to carry or increase number and variety of native plants (5 
points for each nursery) 5
Host workshops for community members in general (3 points for each workshop up 
to 5) 5
Certify the School District with NWF  10
Work with School Board to develop a resolution/support for advancing academic 
performance through creating and using an outdoor classroom (environmental 
education) 3
Organize a tree planting event or giveaway of native trees (supporting NWF's 
Trees for Wildlife program) (10 points for each semi-annual event) 10
Other Community Project (please discuss with NWF staff) TBD

Minimum number of Community Projects points required 50

PARTNERSHIPS
Develop partnership with local professionals and experts to support events and 
activities that complement your project 5

Develop relationship with volunteer organizations that can support your activities 
such as Master Gardeners, Master Naturalists, Garden Clubs, Hiking Societies and 
other (3 points for each organization up to 6 organizations) 3
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Identify opportunities to promote NWF affiliate organizations and their resources to 
your community 5
Partner with local governmental organizations and agencies to support community 
projects, events, and education outreach to community 3
Connect with NWF regional office to highlight your project through their social 
media and website 5

Organize events with partner organizations (5 points for each event up to 4 events) 5
Serve on community board or council related to environmental issues (3 points for 
each team volunteer up to 3 different volunteers) 3
Other Partnership Project TBD

Minimum number of Partnership points required 20

VOLUNTEER TRAINING
Participate in local training to increase overall knowledge of habitat and wildlife (2 
points for each course per volunteer, up to 4 courses) 2
Become a trained master gardener, master naturalist or official member of other 
similar local volunteer program (5 points for each program completed, up to 10 
volunteers) 5
Participate in NWF Habitat Ambassador training course for  volunteers or 
community members and have each person provide 30 hours of service to your 
project (1 point for each person trained; up to 10 people) 1

Identify an individual or organization to train as a trainer through NWF Habitat 
Steward Host program (min. 2 individuals per community; up to 6 individuals) 5

Host a Habitat Steward volunteer training for community (after having a trained 
trainer (HOST) (10 points for each training of 15-30 indivduals; up to 4 trainings) 10

Miniumum number of Volunteer Training points required 10

BONUS POINTS
Support Other NWF Programs or Projects
Register the local schools as Eco-Schools USA schools (1 point for each registered 
school, up to 50% of the schools in district) 1
Host Great American Backyard Campout in Community 5

Work with a local College or University to engage students in your community 5
Host an event or presentation during National Wildlife Week 5
Organize an event or presentation for parents about importance of time outside for 
Kids (Be Out There) 3
Host at least 2 activities with children in the outdoors (hike, scavenger hunt, etc.) (3 
points for each event) 3

Maximum number of bonus points which can be achieved 20
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